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THE 


Beauty of Magiſtracy, 
Inan ASSIZE-SER MON an 


ROM. XIII. 4. 


For he is the Miniſter of God to thee for Good : But if 
thou do that which is Evil, be afraid ; for he beareth 
not the Sword in vain: for-be is the Miniſter of God, 
a Revenger to execute Wrath upon him that dath Evil. 


O begin our great Aﬀairs with Offices of Reli- 
gion and Devotion towards God, 1s a Cuſtom 


very excellent and commendable, and high- 

ly becoming all Chriſtians. *Tis a Duty that 

the Heathens have not been without ſome conſiderable 
Senſe and Apprehenſion of: 4 Jove Principium, was a 
DiRate and Maxim of their Religion, The Romans had 
their Capitol, or Chief Temple, to which their Empe- 
rors and Magiſtrates were wont to reſort, and where 
they us'd to conſult the Goas in all Matters of Difficulty 
and Importance. And FHierocles * gives the Realous, 
A3 why 


* Tn Pythag. Carm. 
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why that Cuſtom of praying to the Gods did ſo obtain 
and prevail among the Heathez Nations, viz. © That 
* they might procure the Divine Aſſiſtance in what they 
* went about ; and that in conſideration of the Divine 
* Preſence, they might at in ſuch a manner, as to do 
* nothing unworthy of it. This PraCtice, and theſe 
Confiderations of theirs, were the Reſult and Effe& of 
the Law written in their Hearts, of that Natural Religion 
engraven there. But as for us, we have a more plain and 
ſure Word of Prophecy, whereunto we are commanded to 
give heed. Weare inſtructed by our Chriſtian Rule, ix 
every thing, by Prayer and Supplication, to make our Requeſt 
known unto God, Phil. 4.6. And we have ſuch an Argu- 
ment propounded, (ver. 7.) as might be very moving 
to this Chriſtian Duty. The Magiſtrate has certainly a 
very high and peculiar Obligation to this Duty, (that 
this Preface may not ſeem altogether foreiga to the 
Text) for as he is the Miniſter of God, and receives his 
Commiſſon, ſo he ought to implore Aſſiſtance and Di- 
retion trom him. 

I come now to conlider the Text, and what might 
probably be the Occaſion of the Apoftle's Diſcourle in this 
Chapter. St. Chry/oſtoms makes it to have a ConneQion 
* with, and Dependance upon the former Chapter : 
* There St. Pau recommends Patience, and forgiving 
« of Injuries, and here he ſeaſonably adds and enforces 
« the Duty of Obedience to Magiſtrates: For (as that 
& Father | argues) if it be a Duty to be kind and bounti- 
* ful to our Enemies, much more ought we to ſubmit to 
&* thoſe who do good to us, and deſerve well of us. But 
tho this Conſequence and Account may be rational, yet 
there 
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T he Beauty of Magiſtracy. 7 
there ſeems to have been a more conſiderable and proba- 
ble Occaſion of the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe in this Chapter, 
which indeed St. Chryſoſtom takes notice of : © * The 
« World had ſpread abroad a ſcandalous and traducing 
« Fame at that time, that the Apoſtles.were a Company 
* of innovating and ſeditious Perſons, whoſe Lives and 
« Dodrines had a general Tendency to ſubvert the com- 
* mon Laws and Government of the World. And this 
was the main Cauſe (as Clemens Alexandrinw takes no- 
tice Þ) of thoſe Perſecutions they ſuffer'd under the 
Heathen Magiſtrates : Therefore St. Chryſoſtom || adds, 
« When the Apoſtle brings in our Great Lord and Mx- 
&© fer, injoining SubjeQtion and Obedience to all his Fol- 
& lowers, he ſhuts che Mouths, and obviates the Ca- 
« yils of ſuch Traducers: And this Account we have 
from the beſt Expoſitor of Scripture amongſt all the Greek 
Fathers. *Tis plain that the Chriſtians ſuffer'd long un- 
der this Imputation, of being Enemies to Civil Magi- 
ſtracy and Government : And therefore the Apoſtle, botl: 
here and- in ſeveral Places, endeavours to remove that 

ObjeQion: And in the ſucceeding Ages, both Ju: 

Martyr and Tertullian, and other Dottors and Fathers of 
the Church, were conſtrain'd to write Apologtes to the 
Roman Emperors and Magiſtrates on their Behalf. Sc 

that this appears to have been.the Deſign of the Apoſtle's 

SubjeS at that time : He writing an Epiſtle to the Chri- 

ſtians at Rome, the Seat of the Univerſal Empire, thought 

it ſeaſonable ro put them 1n mind of this Duty, and to 
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give the World an Account, what Tenents and Opinions 

the Chriſtians held concerning Government. $9 that 

we may call this 13th Chapter to the Romans, St. Paul's 
. Apology tor Chriſtianity. 

+ This being premis'd, concerning the Occaſion of the | 
Apoſtle's Diſcourſe, *twill now be time to conſider the | 
Words themſelves : I ſhall not ſtand to make any curious 
Diviſion of the Text, but, with ſome regard to the Con- 
text, lay down {ome Propoſitions or Concluſions deduci- 
ble therefrom. 


*Concl. 1. A!! Mankind is not of one Rank, Magiſtra- 
cy is an Eminency, or Superiority, of ſome Perſons above 
others. The Exerciſe of that Power does unavoidably 
ſet ſome Perſons above others, or one above all. © Equa- 
&* lity is the Mother of Confuſion, the Author of much 
* Inconvenience and Diſorder, as St. Chryſoftom notes 
« * from the Son of Syrach; therefore (ſays he) God 
© has made many Principalities, and many Subordina- 
« tions: He inſtances in thoſe -of Husband and Wike, | 
« Father and Son, Maſter and Servant, Prince and Sub- | 
&« jet, Maſter and Scholar. As the Natural Body is di- | 
ſtioguiſh'd into ſuperiour and inferiour, into noble and 
ignoble Parts, ſo 1s the Political Body, And as that is a | 
' Monſter, which is all Head, or whoſe Head is too big 
for the Body ; ſo is that which has no Head, or an Head | 
too little for the Body. There's no governing uponeven 
ground, ſince Equality contradits and deſtroys the very 
Name and Notion of Government. Where all govern, | j 
there is no Government; and where all are Chict, there 
can be no Order, 


Con- 
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Concl. 2. Chriſtianity does not deſtroy but eſtabliſh Magi- 
firacy. We are told expreſly, that .it is the Ordinance of 
God, wer. 1, 2, of this Chapter : *Tis a natural Difate 
and Inſtin&t, and was afterward form'd into a moral and 
poſitive Law, which Chriſt himſelf tells us he came no: 
ro deſtroy, but to fulfil. And as the Romens of old made 
their * Tribunes facred and inviolable, fo has God ſecur'd 
Magiſtracy from Reſiſtance, by denouncing Judgment to 
the Refiters and Oppolers of it. The Chriſtian Religi- 
on does not abrogate the good and wholeſom Laws and 
Ordinances of the State: It no where prohibits a Chri- 
{tian to be a Magiſtrate, nor a Chriſtian SubjeCt to pay 
him Allegiance and Subjeion, *Twas a Branch cf 
thoſe Pſeudo-Chriſtians Doftrine, the Gnoſticks, to pleaſe 
their deluded Followers and themſelves, by promiſing Li- 
berty | ; I ſuppoſe not only from Divine, but Humane 
Lews : whereas the. Principles of true Chriſtianity are 
of a far better Model and Temper, and have no Preju- 
dice againſt, or Averſation to Civil Laws and Govern- 
ment. And this is plainly demonſtrable, both from the 
Maxims of St. Pan! and St. Peter, and by the Doctrine 
and PraQtice of the Great Exemplarand Author of Chri- 
ſtianity, Chriſt Jeſus : So that when he was tempted up- 
on the Queſtion, Is it lawful to give Tribute unto Czlar, 
or not ? he ſoon determin'd it with a Date Ceſari ||: And 
this is the Point that the Fathers moſtly infifted upon 1h 
their Apologies, that their Principles were not oppoſite 
to, or inconſiſtent with Magiſtratical Authority, In- 


deed Obedience to Magiftracy is both the Duty of Chri- 
B ſtians, 
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ſtians, and the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, as might be 
evinc'd at large. Chriſt's Kingdom © not of this World ; 
nor did he who has promis'd to, and came into the 
*'World to purchaſe a Heavenly Kjngdom for bis faithful 
Subje&s and Followers, ever go about to take away Earthly 
Kingdoms and Governments *. *Tis certainly the great 
Intereſt and Obligation of true Chriſtians, to pray for 
Kings, and for all that are in Authority ; that they may lead 
4 quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godlinefi and Honeſty +. 
The Notion of the Chiliaſts and Millenarians begins to 
obtain mightily in the World of late, eſpecially in our 
own Nation ; and ſome Calculators have fixed the Begin- 
ning of Chriſt's Kingdom within a very ſmall Diſtance 
of the preſent time. Burt certainly, that ſuch a Tempo- 
ral Kingdom is fo near, as ſhall ſupplant and put a Pe- 
riod to the Temporal Civil Magiltracy as it now obtains, 
is more than any ſober Chriſtian will afirm, and would 
have but an unpleaſant RefleQtion upon the Chriſtian Ma- 
giſtracy. 


Concl. 3. The End of Magiſtracy and Government is 
the Publick Good. And ſo the Apoſtle intimates in his 
Character of a Magiſtrate, He is the Miniſter of God to 
thee for Good, That's the Delign of his Office, and for 
this Reaſon God has inveſted him with his Authority. 
The Scripture applies the ſame Title to him that preaches 
the Word, and ro him that beareth the Sword ; both are 
God's Miniſters, and there is one common End of their 
Miaiftry, which is. the Good and Welfare of Mankind, 
The main Deſign and Intention of Government, is to 
2rocure the Happineſs and Proſperity of the Weal Pub- 

lick, 
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lick, whereunto the Magiſtrates are appointed as ſo ma- 
ny 2&ovo,, Miniſters or Servants. Tho Magittrates are 
Rulers over the Perſons of the People, yet they are Ser- 
vants for the good of the People: and as it is the Duty 
of all to ſerve them, ſo it is their Office to be Servants 
to all, in Matters of Juſtice and Equity, Godlineſs and 
Honeſty. The Head takes a Natural Care for the whole 
Body ; it ſees for the Foot, and reſpets the moſt mi- 
nute and inconfiderable Member : So this Political Head 
and Ordination is intended for the Good of the whole 
Community ; and this is the Notion that St. Petey and St. 

Paul,and indeed both Scriptureand Reaſonentertain of Go- 
vernment. The Jewiſh Magiſtrates are called Gods; ſuch 
are at lcaſt God's Deputies and Vicegerents in the World, 
and therefore ſhould endeavour to be like Him, and toa& 
for Him. They are call'd by the Prophets, Shields for 
their ProgeQtion *, Corrers for their ſupport, and Nails 
for their uniting of the People. The New Teſtament 
calls them, Dignities, Principalities, Powers, yea the 
very Heathen Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and Officers of God ; 
but then *tis for the good of Humane Society, the Safety 

and* Benefit of Mankind. The Heathens themſelves, 

Plato and Homer |, ſtile them owThHers, mupaves, Saviours 

and Shepherds of the People ; and fo they are by the De- 

ſignation and Intention of their Place and Office. They 

are appointed for publick Good, to be a Terror to the 

Wicked, a Shield ro the Godly, a Husband to the Wi- 

dow, a Father to the Orphan, a Patron to the Poor, and 

a Refuge to the Oppreſled. 


B 2 Coacl. 
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Concl. 4. Magiſtrates ſhould fufil and anſwer the great 
Deſign and End of their Inſtitution. The great thing re- 
quir'd of them, is to do Juſtice, to execute Judgment, 
to do wrong to none, nor ſuffer wrong to be done. Ma- 


giſtrates are in God's ſtead, and they ſhould be Juſt and 


Righteous, as God is. The great Arbiter and Judg of © 


the World is pleas'd to make an Appeal to his Subjes 
of the Jewiſh Nation, Mic. 6. 3. O my People, what have 
I done unto thee, and wherein have 1 wearied thee? teſtify 
azainſt me. © He makes himſelt the Defendant (as one 
« gloſſes * upon that Text) and bids them put in their 
* Declaration or Bill of Complaint againſt him, freely 
* and without Fear. And Samxel, one of his ſubordi- 
nate Magiſtrates, a famous Fudg amongſt the Iſraelites, 
makes this proteſtation of his Integrity, 1 Sam. 12. 3. 
Behold, here I am, witneſs againſt me before the Lord, and 
before his Anointed: Whoſe Ox have I taken? or whoſe 
Aſs have I taken? or whom have defrauded ? whom have 
l oppreſſed ? or of whoſe Hand have I received any Bribe 
to blind mine Eyes therewith ? and Iwill reſtore it. When 
Magiſtrates are righteous, and do righteous Things, 


reſpeCting every Man's Cauſe, and no Man's Perſon, 


they are the Glory of Heaven, the Ornament of the 


Earth, the Joy of the Juſt, the Deſire of all, and Blef- 
{ed || themſelves. 


And now having, I hope, clear'd theſe Propoſitions, 
which ſeem to carry in them the chief Import and De- 
ſign of this Scripture, I would beg the Patience of this 
Honourable Auditory, whilft I make ſome brief Refled#;- 


OS 


*-Trap. Expoſ. on Mic, 6. 3. || PC 106. 3. 


UN 


UMI 
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o#5 upon them, and Inferences from them, with which 
I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe. 


Inference n. Theſe Truths preſent to our View and Ad- 
miration, the Infinite Goodnefe of Goa, in his Wiſdom and 
Care for the Happineſs and Preſervatiows of Humane S0- 
ciety. To this end he inſtituted and eſtabliſh'd the Law 
of Magiſtracy, and Civil Subordination, even in Para- 
aiſe it far which would not have been abrogated, tho 
Man had continu'd in his Innocent State. And the 
Charter of Magiſtracy was more explicitly renew?'d 
and augmented at the Reſtoration of the World, after 
he Deluge : Then it was EnaQted into a Poſitive Law, 
Whoſo ſheddeth Man's Blood, by Max ſhall his Blood be ſhed &. 
The Command of ſhedding the Blood of a Murderer, 
was 4 remarkable Inſtance of the Divine Goodneſs, to 
ſecure the Lives of thoſe that bore his Image. And in 
that wonderful and famous Promulgation of the Moral 
Law, or Ten Precepts, upon Mount Sia: *, there are 
more of them ordain'd for the Support and Welfare of 
Humane Society, than for the Adoration and Honour of 
God himſelf, And throughout his whole revealed Will, 
not only that part which was calculated for the Jews, 
but compil'd for the whole World, he has eſtabliſh'd 
Rules for the ordering all kinds of Government and Sub- 
ordination, from the greateſt tothe leaſt, There would 
be a Paradiſical State, if Men had a Goodneſs to ob-- 
ſerve what God has had a Goodneſs to order, for the 
ſtrengthning the Sinews and Bands of Human Society. 


Infer. 2, We may hence infer the great Neceſſity and Be- 


nefit of Magiſtratical Government in a Nation. Govern- 
menrc 
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ment is a Ray, or Beam of Natural Light : *Tis ſo con- 
{onant and agreeable to Nature, that the Heathens, tho 
never ſo rude and barbarous in other Cuſtoms and 
Rites, yet have had, and do ſtill retain ſome Forms of 
Government and Magiſtracy amongſt them. I may ſay 
of Government, what Biſhop Wilkins has obſerv'd con- 
cerning the Author of it!|: © He that ſhall traverſe 
** over all this habitable Earth, with all thoſe remote 
Corners of it, reſerv'd for the Diſcovery of the later 
Ages, may find ſome Nations without Cities, Schools, 
Houſes, Garments, Coin ; but none without Govern- 
ment: they may and do vaſtly differ in their Manners, 
** Inſtitutions, Cuſtoms ; but yet all of them agree in 
that common Notion, That Government is a neceſſary 
and Publick Good. St. Chryſoſtom obſerves, © That the 
** Brutes have a Natural Inſtint of Government ; and 
he inſtances in the Bees, the Cranes, and the Flocks 
** of the Fields: Nay he adds, That the Sex is not with- 
out its Government and Diſcipline, and that there 
the Fiſhes bave their Governours and Leaders, under 
which they perform long Yoyages : and he con- 
cludes, 'That a difſolute unruly Liberty,is every where 
* a great Evil, and the Cauſe of Miſery and Confu- 
* fion®, There's a common Notice and Illumination 
in Human Minds, that tells them they cannot live to- 
gether in Society without this Nail. And certainly we 
that are Chriſtians have the greateſt Benefit by Magi- 
ſtracy ; for as we are by our Profeſſion, the more ex- 
pos'd to the Envy and Malice of unreaſonable and 
wicked Men; ſoare we by our Principles, the more dil- 
arm'd from private Revenge. 


cc 
cc 
cc 
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Infer. 3. Hence we may learn the dreadful Conſequences 
and Miſeries of Anarchy. Were there no Magiltracy, 
there would be no Government, and fo no Security to 
any Man under his own Vine and Fig-tree. Take away 
Government, and what Rapes and Rapines, what Tu- 
mulrs and Diſorders would prevail in the World ? It 
would be a Den of wild Beaſts, preying upon one ano- 
ther ; every Man's Luſt would be a Law, and every one 
would do what ſeems good in his Eyes. We need trace 
Hiſtory no further than to the Jewiſh Church and State, 
where we have a ſad Example of this Nature: They 
that obſerve the five laſt Chapters of the Book of Judzes, 
may ſoon behold the milerable Conditicn of the Jewiſh 
Afairs, when there was no King in J/rae/; not only 
Outrage and Violence abounding in the State, but Ir- 
religion and Idolatry in the Church. *Tis controver- 
ted what Time all this fell out ; but I believe we may 
ſubſcribe to the Opinion of their ownyldi/torian, Joſephus, 
that it happen'd preſently after Joſhua's Death, when 
there was neither Judg nor King in I/rae/ +. Certain- 
ly *cis better to have Tyranny than Anarchy ; better 
rolive ina State where nothing is lawful, than where 
all things are lawliul to be done ; better poor People 
ſhould ſit under a ſcratching Bramble, than have no 
Hedg at all to ſhelter them from the Storms of popular 


Fury. 


Infer. 4. What great Cauſe has this or any Nation to 
bleſs God for Prudent and Piow Rulers? 'Tis a great. 
Elefling of God to have wiſe and good Governours, 
ſuch as ſeck the Honour and Proſperity of a Nation, 

I was 
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"Twas a Promiſe of a large Magnitude and Dimenſion 
that God made to his Church of old, when he ſays *, 
Kings ſhall be thy nurſing Fathers, and Queens thy wur- 
ſing Mothers. And it has had its accompliſhment in 
Cyrus, Ahaſbuerms, and ſome others of the Perſian Kings 
or Queens, to the Jewiſh Church and Nation ; and in 
many Kings, and Queens, and Emperors of the Gertile 
World, ſince Chriſt's Incarnation, who have been 7» 
dulgent Fathers to the Chriſtian Church and King- 
doms. And again, || I will reſtore thy Fudges as at the 
firſt, and thy Counſellors as at the beginning; ſuch as 
Moſes, and Joſhua, and David were; and ſuch as we of 
this Nation have cauſe to bleſs God for at this Day. 
W hat cauſe have we to bleſs God, and to pray for our 
Gracious Soveraign King Wi/liamw ? How great Reaſon 
to praiſe and adore the Divine Providence, for ſending 
us ſuch a Deliverer in the Day of our Diſtreſs? A King 
who is ſtill purſuing and endeavouring our Deliverance, 
from a Foreign, Barbarous, and Tyrannical * Power ? 
A King, who for our ſakes has ſo frequently expos'd 
and hazarded his Royal Perſon, in the hzgh Places of the 
Field? A King, who takes long Marches abroad to fight 
our Battels, while we live, or may live at Home in 
Peace ? A King, who has repleniſh'd theſe Nations with 
ſuch excellent Governours, in Church and State, as they 
never before ſaw ? The Time would fail me to recount 
the many Bleſſings we enjoy under our Rightful and 
Gracious Sovereien. For ſhame, let us not ſowr our 
Spirits into an unthankful Frame, by our” Diſcontents, 
and private DiſſatisfaCtions. E 


Infer. 
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Infer. 5. We infer the Reaſonableneſs of our Submiſſion 
and Obedience to Civil Governours : And "tis a Concluft- 
on that the Apoſtle himſelf makes in the following Verſe ; 
Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubjett, not only for Wrath, 
but alſo for Conſcience ſake : Seeing, as he had aſlerted 
in the Text, that Magiſtracy is God's Ordinance, and 
that it is for the Benefit of Mankind ; there 1s both 
Reaſon and Neceſlity for our SubjeQtion and Obedience 
toit. A Chriſtian muſt -needs be ſubjet, not only be- 
cauſe he ſees Faſces & Securim, and is atraid of the 
Sword, and the ſad EffeCts of the Prince's Wrath in caſe 
of Diſobedience, but alſo for Conſcience fake, both to- 
wards God and the Magittrate: He is the Miniſter of 
God to thee for Good, if thou art ſuch an one as doelt 
Good : But if thou do that which is Evil, he is ſtill the 
Miniſter of God, a Revenger to execute Wrath upon thee. 
And tho the execution of Wrath be not (ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing) good to him that doth Evil ; yet, as it may poſſibly 
prove a Good to him, fo certainly it is for Good to all 0- 
thers, as it isa means of deterring ſome from doing Evil, 
and preſerving others from ſuffering Evil. Conſcience 
is very highly and ſtrongly obliging in this Caſe, not on- 
ly upon the Account of God's Will and Command, 
(which is the higheſt Reaſon in the World); but 
in Coalideration of thoſe innume:able Benefits re- 
dounding to Mankind from the Civil Magiſtracy : 
Through their Vigilance we {leep, through their Care 
we are ſecure, through their publick Employment we 
attend our private Aﬀairs, The Labour is the Magi- 
ſtrates, the Good is ours : And therefore (as St. Chryſo- 
ftom infers +) © Tho no Wrath or Puniſhment ſhould 
C ** attend 
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* attend the Diſobedient, yet SubjeRtion becomes a 
« Chriſtian, ' that he may not appear to want a Copſci- 
© ence, or be found Ingrateful towards a Bemnefattor. 
"Tis through the Magiltrate that we live not. More Bel- 
luino, as an Herd of Beaſts; that every Enemy is nat 
maſter of our Lives ; that any Man can ſay, Hec wills 
mea eft, as St. Auguſtin's Expreſſion is. Good Men have 
the moſt Benefit by the Magiſtrate, and the Miſeries of 
Anarchy would fall moſt heavy upon them ; and there- 
fore they, of all Men, have leaſt reaſon to cut down the 
Tree that ſhadoweth them : and as for others, I con- 
clude, that if they had either Conſcience or Senſe, they 
would never go about. to aCt the part of Blind Sampſon, 
to pull down the Houſe, tho they periſh themſelves by 
the Fall of it. 


Infer. 6. This may convince People of the Reaſonable- 
eſs of paying Taxes or Tribute. And this is an Inference 
that the Learned Doffor of the Gentiles (ver. 6.) draws 
from thole Maxims of Polity laid down in the Text : 
For this Cauſe pay you Tribute alſo; for they are God's Mi- 
niſters, attending continually upon this very thing, Beza® 
thinks the Original may be tranſlated Capitatio, or Poll- 
Money ; and the Syriack Interpreter renders it Argentun 
C apitationis, Or Head-Silver : But the words, poeg- and 
T\&-, Tribute and Cuſtoms, are uſually taken for any 
kinds of Tribute or Payment made to the Governour ; 
and this in the general, is a Debt or Due that we are 
commanded (wer. 7.) to render to our Sovereign or Su- 
perior, and not without great Reaſon and Obligation : 


for 


Ee EE 


* Czrerum, meo judicic, goe@r- dicitur Capiratio, id eft Tributum quod in 
Capita Civium, aut viricims aut pro Censbs ratione imponitur, Annot,in 
ROM, 13, 7. 
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for ſince the Magiſtrate is the Miniſter of God for our 
Gooa, (ince he is an Inftrument or Means, under God, 
to preſerve our Bleſſings to us; therc?s all the Reaſon in 
the Worid that we ſhould freely and fully contribute 
to his Neceſſities, in the promoting ſuch juſt and pious 
Deſigns, © *Tisthe common Sentiment of Maokind, 
* deduc'd from Antient Times (as our Greek Homiliſ# 
** remarks ||) that Princes ſhould be ſuppli'd and aid- 
* ed by th: People ; becauſe in taking care of the Pub. 
« lick Concerns, they negle& their own more private 
« Afﬀairs. Such Tributes and Taxes are requilite for 
the ſupport of Princes and Magiſtrates, according to 
rhe ſtate and dignity of their Office ; and they are nece(- 
fary to ſupply thoſe vaſt Expences they are conſtrain'd 
to be at for the Security and Welfare of their SubjeQs, 
both in time of War * and Peace : They are attending Þ, 
watching, taking Pains continually for the procuring 
and maintaining the Good and Happineſs of their Sub- 
jets; and therefore both Duty and Conſcience, Chriſti- 
anity and Gratitude, oblige us to aid and requite them 
for their Care of the Publick Good, 


Infer. 7. The Magiſtrate may lawfully take the Sword 
which God and Man puts into his Hand, The Text inti- 
mates, that he has a Sword, and tells us, that he ought 
to make uſe of it; and this the Apoſtle expreſſes by an 
uſual Meioſis, He beareth not the Sword in vain. And 
ſurely if it were a lawful Weapon in the Hand of a 

C 2 Pavan 
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Pagan Magiſtrate, it is not leſs lawtul in a Chriſtian's. 
The Senſe of all Orthodox Chriſtians, from the Apo- 
ſtles to theſe Days, has ſubſcrib'd to this Truth, That 
the Magiſtrate is the Miniſter of God, his Sword- 
bearer, his Shield-bearer. So that he is not to lay alide 
this Sword, to let it ruſt or grow blunt for want of Cou- 
rage and Vigour, but he is to keep it bright, and to make 
uſe of it, 


1. In puniſhing Treaſon and Rebellion. Theſe ſtrike ar 
the very Root and Foundation of Government, and 
would quickly turn the World uplide down. Theſe 
are aiming at a total overthrow of all thole great and 
ſtupendous Works, that Providence has been {o {ignally 
engag'd inſo many Years on our behalt: So that when 
we refle&t upon the many remarkable Inſtances and 
Concurrences of the Divine Providence, 1n our late hap- 
py Revolution, we may well take up the Pſal/miſt*s Con- 


cluſion, Pfal. 107. 43. Whoſots wiſe, and will obſerve thoſe 


things, even they ſhall underſtand the Loving-kindneſs of 


the Lord, And tho we may ſtill hops that he who hes 


deliver'd, and does deliver, will yet deliver w; yet that 
God who is pleas'd to make ule of ſecond Cauſes, and to 


work by Means, expeQts that we ſhould uſe all lawful 


and prudent Means for our Safety and Preſervation. 


2. In puniſping Immorality and Wickedneſs. For what 
the Apoltle aſſerts concerning the Moral or Divine: 
Law *, may be affirm'd with reſpe& to the prudent 
Laws of Nations: They are enacted and provided for 
the Lawleſs and Diſobedient, for the Ungoaly and for Sin- 
ners, for murderers of Fathers and muraerers of Mothers, 


for- 
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for Man-flayers, for Whoremongers, for them that defils 
themſelves with Mankind, for Men-ſlealers, for Liars, for 
perjur'd Perſon's, and if there be any other thing that is 
contrary to (ound Doftrine, and to the wiſe and juſt Laws 
and Eſtabliſhments of Nations. Here the Magiſtrate 
15 to aſſume his Sword, his Power and Authority, for 
the puniſhing and ſuppreſſing of theſe Vices and Enor- 


mities, 


3. In puniſhing Atheiſm, Blaſphemy, and Hereſy. Here 
the Magittrate is God's Miniſter, and to vindicate God's 
Cauſe, in executing Wrath upon him that doth. Evil, whe- 
ther againſt the Civil, Moral, or Chriſtian Law. For 
the Scripture does not diſtinguiſh in this Notion of Evil ||; 
and therefore thoſe Perſons have very boldly and falfly 
diſtinguiſh'd, who would perſwade the World that Ma- 
giſtrates have nothing to do in Matters of Religion : 
But that the Miniſter of God ſhould have nothing to do 
in the Cauſe of God and Religion, is a Notion that cer- 
tainiy has very much of the Paradox in it. It was in- 
deed the Language of the Donatiſts of old, Quid Impera- 
tori cum Eccleſia ? But the acute St. Auguſtin took them 
up ſmartly in that Point, and ſufficiently expos'd their 
Hypocriſy and Folly to the World. He ſays, that when 
the Emperor was againſt them, then chis was their Cry, 
W hat has he to do with the Church 2 Why does he med- 
dle with Religion ? But, when for them, they chang'd 
their Note, as all ſuch Spirits will do at this Day, Mas 
giſtrates have no Reaſon to fear exceedti'g their Com- 
miſſion, where the Caule of him.t' at gives chem. their 
Authority is ſo nearly concerg'd ; nor am I atraid of 


:ranſgreſſing the bounds of my Duty, in requeſting their 
Cognizance 


H— 


} Non diſtinguendum, ui Scriprura n03 diſtinguit. 
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Cognizance and Aſſiſtance in the Cauſe of Religion and 
Chriſtianity. ?Tis dreadful to conſider how greatly Athe- 
j/m abounds in this Age and Nation ; thit there ſhould 
be ſuch Monſters of Mankind amidft theſe glorious ſhi- 
nings of the Goſpel: and it would be as ſad a Contide- 
ration, if there ſhould be no Method or Concern to 
terrify and ſuppreſs them : they envy their Creator a 
Being, without whom they had had none themſelves ; 
nor indeed is it fit they ſhould have a Being in this 
World. And there is a Spawn of this Monſter known 
now by the Name of Deifts ; of whom I may ay, as 
the Roman Orator obſerves of their Patron Epicurus ; 
Verbis reliquiſſe Deos, Re ſuſtuliſſe : They will not politive- 
ly deny the Exiſtence of God, but they make no ſcruple 
to deny the Authority of his Word, and the Government 
of his Providence; and this they think the moſt ſafe and 
modiſh way of denying his Being, therefore theſe may 
be rank'd amongſt the former. And as for the Socini- 
ans, and Anti-Trinitarians, theſe are certainly a very 
blaſphemous, and dangerous Generation, Men that ſtick 
not in effe& to renounce their Chriſtianity, and to deny 
the Lord that bought them ; Men whoſe Principles tend 
| to Paganiſm more than to Chriſtianity, and who are en- 


deayouring to lead the World to that diſmal State again ; 


theſe are now become a numerous and formidable Ge- 
neration. And tho ſome Learned Preachers and Pens, 
have encountred and baffled the Arguments and Abſur- 
dities of theſe pretended Maſters of Wit and Reaſon ; 
yet Errors are bewitching, theſe Gangrenes are ſpreading, 
and require either a Saw or a Sword. Theſe Men can 
never be good SubjeRs, or faithful ro their Prince, who 
are thus rebellious againſt their Maker and Redeemer. 
Theodorick, the Gothiſh Arian Prince, had in his Court 
a Miniſter whom he affe&ed and favour'd very much ; 

he 
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he thinking to pleaſe his Prince, left the DoQrine of 
Chriſt's Ercrnal Conſubſtantial Deity, and profelſs'd 
himſelf of the*Arian Opinion, wherewith he knew his 
Maſter to be infeQted ; but Theodorick hearing of it, 
caus'd his Head to be ſtricken off, ſaying, © That he 
*© whohad not kept his Faith with Ged, would never be 
** loyal to a mortal Man. And Exſebis * has recorded 
a like Paſſage of Con/tantins Chlorws, a religious Prince, 
Father to Conſtantine the Great : Many of his great Offi 
cers and Courtiers thinking to pleaſe him, complied with 
his Propoſal of Sacrificing to Demons ; but the good Em- 
peror ſoon diſcover'd his Deſign, and refleQed upon thoſe 
baſe Compliers, as Betrayersof God and Religion : And 
the Remark he made was of the ſame Import with the 
former ; * How ſhall they retain Fidelity to their Em- 
** peror, who have been detetted of Perfidiouſneſs to- 
* wards God ? But as for our Racovians, they have no 
Temptation to this Apoſtacy and Infidelity, but from 
the Devil, that grand Apoſtate, and Anti-Chrift, and 
from the Corruption and Pride of their own Hearts, 
which have taught them to ſlight and undervalue their 
Redeemer ; and for which they deſerve to be expelPd 
the Tents of Chriſtianity. I ſuppoſe none will deny, 
but that Chriſtian Princes, States and Magiſtrates, may 
puniſh Traitors, Murderers, Thieves, Witches, &&c. 
with corporal and capital Puniſhments, becauſe they are 
evil Doers: Thea by the ſame Reaſon they may puniſh 
Atheiſts, Blaſphemers, and the Broachers of damnable 
Hereſies, with the fame Puniſhments, who are guilty of 
High” Treaſon and Blaſphemy againſt God himſelf, the 
Father, Son, Spirit, Goſpel, and Chriſtian Faith. Our 
Bleſſed Lord has an Expreſſion, Mat. 12. 31, 32, which 

may 


— —  — — — — ———— 
— _ — _ — _ 


#5 ———— 


+ Yigg Conſtant, l. I. C, 16; 


24 The Beauty of Magiſtracy. 
may infer and warrant this : Whoſo ſpeaketh againſt the 
Hzly Ghoſt, and blaſphemeth the Holy Gholt, z ſball nor 
be forgiven him, neither in this World, neither in the 
World to come. And the Apoſtle's DeduQtion, Heb. 10. 
28, 29. is very ſtrong, and ſeems very clear to this pur- 
poſe : He that deſpis'd Moles's Law, died without Mercy un- 
der two or three Witneſſes : Of how much {orer Puniſhment, 
ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath trodaen un- 
der foot the Son of God, and hath counted the Blood of the 
Covenant an unholy thing, and hath done Deſpite unto the 
Spirit of Grace ? *Tis neceſſary ſuch Blaſphemies and 
damnable Dofrines ſhould be reſtrain'd and puniſh'd by 
the Magiſtrate's Command and Authority. It Magi- 
ftrates and Miniſters would join together in this great 
Work, ſomething might be effeted ; but Miniſters can- 
not do it alone : We may preach and write againſt theſe 
blaſphemous Tenents ; but ſuch Blaſphemers will not be 
convinc'd, they will not believe our Report. The Sword 
of the Spirit will not pierce theſe Atheiſtical Leviathans, 
but the Swora of the Magiſtrate may. We may complain, 
with ſorrowful Hearts, upon this account, that we /abour 
in vain; but the Magiſtrate ſhall not need to bear the 
Sword tin vain ; but may and ought to be a Terror to evil 
Doers and Blaſphemers. 


Infer, 8. Since Magiſtrates are God's Miniſters, and have 
their Authority and Power from him, "tis but a reaſonable 
Service, that they ſhould employ that Power to his Honour 
and Glory, Now the Honour of God is moſt eminently 
conſulted, in the promoting Piety and Religion. *The 
Philoſopher * reckons, among(t other things, without 
which a State cannot long ſubliſt, a principal one to be, 

the 
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the Care of Religion. Troy was ſafe, while the Palladium 
(the Image of Pall) was {ecur'd ; but when, in the 
Trojan War, that was taken, the City was quickly 
itorm'd : the taking of that was as unhappy to them, as 
the taking the Ark by the Philiſtines was to thie 1/raelites, 
viz. an Omen of Calamity and Deſtrution, While 
Magiſtrates endeavour to promote Religion, they do the 
State the beſt Service that can be; for by this means they 
intereſt and ſecure God and his Providence, which is the 
beſt Confederacy in the World, Livy tells us, it was a 
Cuſtom of the Romans, when they belieg'd any City, to 
endeavour to get out their Tutelay Gods Þ, leſt they ſhould 
hinder their Deſign. Religion and Piety are the Chari- 
ots and Horſemen, the ProteQtion and Defence of a Na- 
tion, far exceeding all the other Strength and Policy in 
the World :: For, to ſpeak in the Propher's Phraſe ||; As 
4 Teil-tree, and as an Oak, whoſe Subſtance is in them, when 
they caſt their Leaves; ſo the Holy Seed ſhall be the Sub- 
ſtance thereof. 

And now, to come to the /aft Inference, and to draw 
towards a Concluſion of this Viſcourſe ; the People may 
hence be inſtrutted and mov'd to a threefold Duty. 

1. To honour Magiſtrates. They are the Miniſters and 
the Ordinance of God, as in the Text, and firſt Verſe of 
this Chapter.. The Powers that be (ſays the Apoſtle) are 
ordained or ordered of God : Therefore entertain honou- 
rable Thoughts of them, as ſet over you, not by Chance 
but Providence : And as there is a Stamp or Impreſs of 
the Power, Wiſdom, Juſtice and Sovereignty of God up- 
on Magiſtrates; and as God has dignify'd and honour'd 
them with his own Name, P/al. 82. 6. Ihave ſaid, Ve 

D 


are 


| —O— 


+ Quibuſdam ſacris evocare Genios loci Tutelares Lib. 1. Decad. 3. 
| Ia. 6. 13. 


26 The Beauty of Magiſtracy. 
are Gods * ;, lo there is the higheſt Reſpe& and Honour 
to be paid to them, 

2. Toobey them. *Tis the Apoltle's Inference and Ex- 
hortation, and an expreſs Goſpel-Command, Let Every 
Soul be ſubject to the Higher Powers : And this we are en- 
join'd, both upon the account of the Magiſtrate's Ot- 
fice and Authority, as he is 0:8 a14x01G-, the Miniſter of 
God; and of his Service and Uſefulneſs, as he is appoint- 
ed £ol es Td 430,99, for thy own and the publick Good : He 
is the Minilter of God to thee, notonly for thy civil and 
external, but for thy ſpiritual and eternal Good ; for thy 
zatural Good, proteQting thy Life; thy civil Good, ſecu- 
ring thy temporal Rights and Intereſts ; thy mcral Good, 
by wholſom Laws reſtraining thee from Sin; and thy 
ſpiritual Good, in the promoting and maintenance of true 
Religion and Piety : And theſe are, or ought to be, pre- 
vailing Arguments of. our Obedience and SubjeCtion. 

3}. To pray for them. This David toretels Þ, as part of 
the Felicity and Glory of Solomon's Government, that 
Prayer ſhould be made for him continually : His SubjeQts 
{ſhould be oblig'd and excited, by his prudent and righ- 
teous Government, to pray heartily and frequently for 
him. And *tis an Evangelical Command and Duty || , 
that Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks, be made 
for Kings, and for all that are in Authority. The Kings 
of the Earth, at that time, were all Heathens, and Ene- 
mies to the Chriſtian Religion; and ſo (generally) were 
thoſe who were in a ſubordinate Authority to them ; yet 
the Apoltie commands that Prayers ſhould be made in 
the Chriſtian Congregations for them. We are not told 

what 
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what the Matter of their Petitions was to be ; but ſure- 
ly (as a judicious Aznotator * intimates) not to be li- 
mited by the next Words, That we may lead 4 quiet ana 
peaceable Life, in all Godlineſs and Honeſly ; for that (as 
he adds) were not to pray for them, but for themſelves : 
© But doubtleſs they were to pray for their Life and 
* Health, ſo far as might be for God's Glory ; for his 
© Guidance of them in the Adminiſtration of their Go- 
© vernment, and for their Succeſs in all their lawful 
* Counlels and Undertakings. This was the Parport 
and Subſtance of their Petitions, for T zberins, Calignla, 
Claudius, Ners, and other Pagan Emperors : And Tertul- 
lian acquaints us Þ, that this was the conſtant. Praftice of 
the Chriſtians in his time: How much rather is it our 
Duty, to pray for Chriſtian Princes and Magiſtrates, 
and particularly forour Lawful and Gracious Sovereign 
King William, who truly bears, and has fully anſwered 
and merited his Royal Title, Defender of the Faith? And 
therefore I may well be allow'd to add that Prayer for 
him, which Tertallian lays || , the Primitive Chriſtians 
always us'd for the Emmperors, and with which I ſhall 
conclude this Diſcourſe; © That God would give him 
© Vitam prolixam, Imperium ſecurum, Domum tutam, Ex- 
« excitiis fortes, Senatum fidelem, Populum probum, Or- 
« bem quietum, © quecunq; hominis © C eſarts vote ſunt : 
« Along Life, a fate Government, a ſecure Palace, va- 
© liant Armies, a faithful Parliament, a loyal People, 
© and all the good things that either his faithful Friends 
© or himſelf can defire. To which I. wiſh all his Sub- 
jets may ſay, AMEN. 
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72 E Altogether Chriſtian, his Duty explain'd and enforcd, 
in ſome Sermons on As 26. 28, 29. Together with the 
Cauſes why there are ſo few who are Altogether Chriſtians. 


The Character and Bleſſing of a Prudent and' Vertuous Wife, 
with other Particulars relating to the Marriage-State, praCti- 
cally conſider*d in a Diſcourſe on Prov. 19. 14. Both by Fobn 
Foxcroft, M. As 
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